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The White House is both a symbol and part of our national heritage. It
is the only residence of a Chief of State in the world open to the public without
charge and is visited by more than one and one half million people each year.

The White House Historical Association was organized in 1961 to enhance
public understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the White House. Income
from the sale of books, slides, and other published materials about the White
House is used to acquire historical furnishings and other objects for the White
House. Further information is available either at the Association’s office or
by mail.

WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
740 Jackson Place, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20503
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This 1981 White House Christmas Angel Ornament has been carefully
reproduced for the White House Historical Association. The original ornament
was on the tree in the Blue Room of the White House during the 1981 Christmas
season.

The ornament is the first in a series, and is a faithful hand-crafted miniature
replica of the famous angel weathervane made in 1840 in Charlestown,
Massachusetts for the Universalist Church in Newburyport.

Christmas has been celebrated in the White House since 1803 when Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson resided there. The first record of a Christmas tree in
the White House was in 1889 when President Harrison decorated a live tree
with tinsel and popcorn. Since then a trimmed Christmas tree has become a
tradition of the White House. President and Mrs. Reagan have continued this
tradition,
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