
This issue of White House History, the semi-annual journal of the White House Historical Association, is the 
first part of a special double set of the journal that takes a personal look at Abraham Lincoln’s White House, 
the people he knew and worked with, the music he enjoyed, the man who tutored his son, and finally an 
amazing portfolio of views of the White House while Lincoln lived there taken during an innovative time for 
photography.   

“The year 2009 marks the bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, which took place in Hardin County, 
Kentucky, about a month before Thomas Jefferson surrendered the keys to the White House to James 
Madison. Fifty-two years later Abraham Lincoln would move to the same house — rebuilt after the War of 
1812 — as 16th  president of the United States. The nation Jefferson and Madison had helped create was 
falling apart. 
It fell to Lincoln, who governed and inspired the nation during the Civil War, to create the emotional knot 
that bound the house to Americans’ sensitivities. Otherwise it is questionable whether the White House 
would have survived the years since. “
 — William Seale, editor.

White House History is published twice each year by the White House Historical Association and features 
articles on White House history, architecture, fine and decorative arts, and garden, as well as stories about the 
occupants of the White House and their experiences living there.

White House History is available for $6.95 per copy (plus packing and delivery).  To order please call toll free 
1-800-555-2451 or visit our website www.whitehousehistory.org.

The White House Historical Association, established in 1961, is a nonprofit organization whose goal is 
to enhance the understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the White House. All proceeds from the 
association’s trusts, publications and other items are used to fund acquisitions of historic furnishings and 
artwork for the permanent collection, to assist in the preservation of public rooms, and further its educational 
mission.
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